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April Greeting                                    
from Janus Academy 

Hello Families and Staff, 

As we welcome the arrival of spring and the return of green grass, I am reminded of 
how quickly time passes and how important it is to pause and appreciate the little 
moments. I am incredibly proud of the Educational Team at Janus Academy for their 
continued dedication to celebrating our students’ successes, both big and small. At 
Janus Academy, these moments are grounded in our core values, which guide how 
we learn, connect, and support one another each day. They are reflected in the care 
our staff show, the growth we see in our students, and the strong sense of belonging 
we continue to build as a school community. 
 

With students returning from Spring Break, we are now entering the final term of 
the school year. This term promises to be both busy and exciting. Please mark your 
calendars for our Science and Art Fair and Bottle Drive on April 9th. Our students 
have invested significant effort into their science projects, and families are warmly 
invited to visit classrooms to view the science fair presentations. Following the 
classroom visits, we encourage you to stop by the Learning Commons to enjoy the 
remarkable artwork created by our talented students. 
 

April is World Autism Awareness & Acceptance Month, a time to recognize and 
celebrate autistic individuals, their families, and the broader community. Janus 
Academy will be hosting an information booth as part of this month’s events, 
sharing resources and information that promote understanding, acceptance, and 
inclusion. Families are also encouraged to participate in local events, including the 
collaborative event hosted by the Autism Asperger’s Friendship Society and Autism 
Calgary on April 2nd, from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Calgary Stampede Youth 
Campus (1302 6th Street SE). This event will feature a resource fair, live local 
performers, art displays, and the signature bubble-blowing ceremony. 
 

Be sure to check out the rest of this newsletter for important updates, upcoming 
events, and ways to stay involved. As always, thank you for being part of our school 
family, we’re so glad you’re here! 
 

Warm regards 

Paige McNeill 
Program Director – Elementary  
            
       

Monthly Banner goes here – this should be theme related to the month. 

 

Be sure to RE-SAVE this document before making any 
changes 
Be sure to update the Header with the correct issue number. 

The first page text boxes have the “Square” layout, as their positioning on the page does not change 

Update “Important Dates” each month using the school calendar posted on website. 

Most of the text boxes in this template will have the layout of “In Front of Text” to better manipulate 
each page. 

Janus 
Journal 

 
April 
2026 

  
 

IN THIS ISSUE 
Welcome   1 

Important Dates  2 

World Autism Awareness Day 3 

Colouring Contest  4 

Science Fair & Art Exhibition 4 

Save the Date - Grad  5 

Bottle Drive / Kids Having Fun 6 

Around the School  7 

Classroom 7   8 

The Learning Corner  9 

Fundraiser News  10 

Thank Yous   11 

Board of Directors  12 



JANUS JOURNAL | Issue 8  2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

IMPORTANT DATES 
Spring 2026 

Mark your calendars 
 

• April 2   World Autism Awareness Day 
• April 3   Good Friday (no school) 
• April 8   Healthy Hunger (A&W) 
• April 9   Science Fair & Art Exhibition / Bottle Drive 
• April 20  Non-instructional Day (no classes) 
• April 24  Healthy Hunger (Edo) 
• May 
• May 13  Healthy Hunger (Subway) 
• May 14  Parent/Teacher Conferences 
• May 15  Non-instructional Day (no classes) 
• May 18  Victoria Day (no school) 
• May 20  All Elementary Field Trip – Calgary Zoo 
• May 28  Healthy Hunger (TacoTime) 
• May 29  All JHHS Field Trip – Heritage Park 

  

 

 

 

Save the Date 
June 11th is Janus Academy’s 

14th Annual Sports Day & Pledge-a-thon 
Watch for further details in upcoming newsletters. 
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Bonus, for an additional entry upload to your Facebook and 
remember to #autismcolouringcontestyyc to enter.  Do not forget to 

 

Welcome to Raising Awareness for Autism Colouring Contest. Our goal is to raise awareness 
for Autism by spending 20 minutes to colour. Today 1 in 59 children are diagnosed with 
Autism and it is the fastest growing disorder in the world. The spectrum is vast and the 
lifelong journey requires significant support and understanding from our community. Autistic 
children and their families become overwhelmed with finding and accessing the required 
therapeutic and educational services they need. You can help get the word out by sharing and 
getting your friends, family, colleagues and community colouring! So, let’s colour, to enter 
just upload your picture through the QR code on your colouring page. Do not forget to 
share!!!   We are excited to see your creativity. 

To download the coloring page, link on the link below: 
https://mortgagetree.ca/autism-awareness-colouring-contest-homepage/ 

  Doors open at 1:30 pm for viewing of the Art displays in our 
Common Areas giving you time to enjoy the creativity and 
hard work of our students before the Science Fair begins.  

Student science demonstrations will take place in their 
respective classrooms starting at 2:00 pm and will run for 30 

– 40 minutes.  Be prepared to be wowed at this amazing 
event. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Autismcontestyyc/?__tn__=%2CdK*F-R&eid=ARDVBKp4pXZWGIS2RSz0zy40gXbCf42jlDQOsTHsGycY0nZNEqPgok1N5zz6PTMflhRiOllsDl-S3Ia6
https://mortgagetree.ca/autism-awareness-colouring-contest-homepage/
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Through the generosity of donors, in 
2025 Kids Up Front was able to award 

Janus families a total of 427 FREE 
tickets, that is up from the 2024 tickets 
issued. These tickets were for various 
events throughout the city of Calgary, 
and included everything from theatre 
plays, musical events, holiday parties 

and festivals to all kinds of sporting 
events. The total value for these tickets 
was $22,666!  Thank you to the donors 

and the team at Kids Up Front for 
providing these great opportunities to 

our students and their families.  And 
thank you to the families for providing 
those thank you notes, cards, photos & 
emails.  They let the donors know their 

tickets made a difference and help to 
create smiles on the faces of children. 

 

 

 

 
March saw big brothers 

taking little sisters to 
see Flames games.  
Such a wonderful 

sibling experience. 
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March was a short month that was packed 
with excitement and wonderful learning 

opportunities for students and staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Janus received weighted sensory toys for our 
students, but it looks like we will need to get 

some for the staff as well. 

March 10 is Mario Day and our 
students celebrated it in style! 

The warmer weather lifted 
everyone’s spirit, especially 

during student arrival. 

 

At Janus, anyone can be 
part of a book club.   

Everyone at Janus is 
working hard to prepare 

for our Annual Art 
Exhibition.   

Looks like our School 
Administrator has some 
competition for her role. 

Students & 
staff started 
celebrating 
the Easter 

holiday a bit 
early this year. 

Our Sr. High Students were eager to participate 
in the weekly martial arts classes held in March.   
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Rm 2 & rm 8 – Hungry, Hungry 
Hippo game on Mar 20.  This 
morning Rooms 2 and 8 played a 
game of Human Hungry Hungry 
Hippos! The big winners 
are Brieanna Trilsbeck and Shirin Mo
ghtaderi! 
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Our Vision 
To be recognized as a leader in specialized 

education and the facilitation of lifelong 
community integration of persons with autism 

 

Our Mission 
To empower and support persons with autism 
and their families, maximizing their quality of 

life by providing the model learning 
environment that meets their academic, 

social, and emotional needs. 

 

Janus Academy Society 
200 – 403 33 Street NE 
Calgary, AB 
T2A 1X5 
 
P: 403.262.3333 
F: 403.693.2345 

Board of Directors 
 

Chair  Servejit Massey 

Treasurer Cecilia Chen  

Secretary Jennifer Tinkler-Chirvaiu 

Director Jeff Meidinger 

Director Riley Dearden 

Director Jake Surrey 

Director Jonathan Moser 

CEO  Carlene Chrumka 
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