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December Greeting 
from Janus Academy 

 

As the holiday season fast approaches, it is easy to get overwhelmed and feel a bit 
stressed about all the things we must get done. It is important to take a step back 
and appreciate all that the holiday season brings us. The bright lights, the arts, and 
crafts, and of course the best part, the student performances. We are so excited to 
celebrate with an in-person student performance this year. A save the date email 
has gone out with information on how to reserve tickets so please check your 
inbox. The students have been practicing hard and I hope to see you all there! 

We have also had great success with our student Holiday Sale.  It has been wonderful 
to see so many of our High School students taking part in the creation, organization, 
and production of this holiday enterprise. The opportunities this experience 
provides the students in skill development is so beneficial and we thank all of you 
who helped support the program. A special thank you goes out to Lenzei, Kenndra 
and Lisa G. for all their efforts and creativity and to all others who really got into the 
spirit of the project.    

We will be welcoming Santa John to the school once again on December 13th to 
provide our younger students with an opportunity to visit Santa Clause and for our 
older students to have an opportunity to say hello. Santa John has been 
volunteering his time and providing gifts to our students for 14 years and is always 
a huge hit when he comes for his school visit. 

I would like to give a shout out to our amazing Educational Team. Their continual 
efforts in creating a positive and successful learning environment for all the students 
is evident every single day. The comradery, creativity, and initiative they bring to  
classroom learning is truly inspiring and I thank them for all they do to make Janus 
Academy an amazing place to learn, work and grow. Wishing all our staff, students, 
and families a joyful holiday season. We look forward to seeing you all in the new 
year! 
 

Paige McNeill  

Program Director Elementary  
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IMPORTANT DATES 
Winter 2022 

Mark your calendars 
 

• December 9   Healthy Hunger Lunch (Subway) 

• December 13  Santa Claus Visit 

• December 14  Jr./Sr. High Winter Performance – 1:45 – 2:30 pm 

• December 15  Elementary Winter Performance – 1:45 - 2:30 pm 

• December 16  Jr./Sr. High Winter Dance 

• December 22  Healthy Hunger Lunch (Boston Pizza) 

• December 23  Early Dismissal at 12:00 noon 

• Dec 24 to Jan 8  Winter Break (no school) 
 

• January 9   Non-instructional Day (no school) 

• January 10   Classes Resume  
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Walking through the main corridor 
leading to the elementary classrooms, our 
students are greeted with a way to hop, 

jump, learn and play through the Sensory 
Path “Under the Sea”! This path is in 

memory of a very special person, lost to 
us far too soon. Their memory will be kept 
as we see our students experiencing the 
new pathway that is bright, educational, 

and sparks imagination and fun! 

 

Jessica and her Dad 
enjoying their first 
Wranglers game! 

Zach and Don having a great time 
watching the Flames vs the Kings! 

Thank you to our production, 
marketing, and social media teams 
(Lenzei, Kenndra, Jordyn, Lisa G, Lisa A 
and Teresa) and to our great production 
elves (the students) for all their hard 
work in making the 2022 Holiday 
Enterprise a huge success. 
 

A special “Thank You” to all the families 
who supported the student’s success by 
purchasing the products.  We sold out in 
one week! Below are the final figures of 
our holiday sale. 
 

Sales Total            $1,750.00 
Production Cost $   885.00 
Profit                       $   865.00 
 

Holiday Enterprise 
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Since the beginning of the school year, students from Room 8 have made 
partnerships with a few younger students. They have become reading buddies with 
students in Room 2. Reading buddies time is run every Wednesday morning as an 
initiative to enhance communication and volunteering skills. Students are encouraged 
to follow directions from other instructors (Educational Asistants from the elementary 
program), ask for help, find a variety of objects or help the little ones with cutting, 
pasting and writing. They have been engaging in group settings by playing board 
games, decorating pumpkins, reading books, hunting for treasures and specific items, 
making toys for the Calgary Humane Society from recycled material and more. 

 

 

 

In Humanities, Rm 8 students worked on 
their research skills by finding 
information about famous characters, 
style of living, and important inventions 
during the Renaissance. They created a 
mural with a variety of pictures they 
printed from online research. They have 
also been working on their technological 
literacy skills by recognizing if a picture 
matches what they are researching 
about. The unit was followed with the 
creation of a brochure on the Aztec’s 
Empire and Spanish culture. They 
worked in teams to put together the 
information on both cultures and then 
presented to their peers to practice their 
presentation skills.  
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In Numeracy Class purposeful learning is done in a functional 
way. Students have been practicing their counting skills by 
decorating cookies, as well as making ghosts, christmas trees 
and ornaments. Students collect items from a grocery shopping 
list as well as purchase desired edibles to recognise the value of 
quarters and loonies. They have taken great pride in their 
counting and money recognition skills and are engaged when it 
is time to exchange money for their desired items.  

 

 

 

In Humanities, Rm 9 students have been exposed to 
what it means to be a good citizen by matching and 
organising visuals that exemplify their rights and 
their responsibilities as citizens. They demonstrated 
great engagement through the sessions and have 
mastered answering questions such as, “Where are 
you from?” (Canada) and “Where do you live?” 
(Calgary). Students also participated in 
commemorating Remembrance Day by assembling 
a wreath.  
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Life Skills at Janus Academy prepares our students to gain more 
independence in their daily life, and to provide them with skills that will be 

beneficial once they graduate and proceed into adulthood. 

 

The students seem to be excited to start their first shifts with 
the Coffee Cart and Snazzy Snacks businesses! During the 
Coffee Cart shifts students must hand out and collect order 
forms. They must take great care ensuring each order is 
filled correctly! Once the drinks and snacks are all prepared 
students deliver the orders to the happy customers! 

The first Snazzy Shack Day was a busy one! Students had a 
long line of peers eagerly waiting to buy a treat! They 
worked on customer service and money skills! 

 

 

 

 
 

Students are busy working hard behind the 
scenes. Students are ensuring their partners 
from Room 8 have enough stock to fulfill the 
Coffee Cart and Snazzy Snacks orders. The 
students count the inventory of items and 
create shopping lists of items that need to be 
refilled. Before the stores are open, the 
students set everything up for their peers to 
make for a successful shift! 
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November presented our staff, students, and families with the challenge of 
dealing with the cold and flu season.  We celebrated “Challenges” as our 
Core Value in November and through determination, perseverance, and 
many boxes of Kleenex, we made it through the month and have some 

wonderful stories to share with you. 

 

  

BIG Thank you to Steve, (Lauren’s husband) 
for fixing the remote control for our Sensory 
Room.  This room is well used and well loved 

by everyone, keeping it up and running is vital 
for Janus Academy.  Thanks bunches Steve! 

Anders loves to build challenging structures using different 
types of creative building toys. This week, he built a very 
complex helicopter using K'nex. This helicopter has propellers 
that turn and a cabin that opens! He enjoys showing these 
structures to his teachers and classmates and is happy to 
share his construction knowledge.  Way to go, Anders! 

Don’t let the fun times fool you, our 
students spend most of their day in 

the classrooms learning. 

Rm 2 working 
hard in math 
class. 

Harrison uses his 
talker in math class to 
answer the teacher’s 
questions in Rm 4. 

Rm 5 students enjoy playdough, it is a great way to 
help regroup as a class and includes a great student 
success story! Siddhan has been learning how fun 
Playdough is while on a break and while the class was 
playing and interacting with each other Siddhan used 
the playdough to dress the dinosaur. This involved 
many of his programs being generalized which is 
super exciting!  We are so proud of you, Siddhan! 

Rm 3 hard at 
work in reading 
groups. 
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Marko faces so many 
challenges each day but 
often has a smile and 
genuinely enjoys his time 
with his instructors.  
Great work Marko! 

Remembrance Day at Janus Academy 

A special Thank You to Grace Oliver, daughter of our 
Principal, who volunteered to play her trumpet during 

our Remembrance Day Ceremonies.  It was a special 
time for everyone on campus, with students making 
their way to the Learning Commons to place poppies 

on their classroom billboards, and everyone observing 
a moment of silence to honour those who have served. 

Felix and Isaiah usually enjoy being on their 
own rather than with their peers.  After lots of 
practice interacting with each other they chose 
to sit and share space during their free time.   

Parker has had many difficulties this year, 
but she has risen to the challenge and 
succeeded in surprising us at every obstacle 
we have thrown at her.  Parker has 
independently shown her ability to write 
sentences and spell words without support!  
Well done, Parker! 

In past years Sully has had challenges sitting 
with his peers, but this year he has been 
facing his challenges with big strides.   Sully 
has also struggled with printing for many 
years, but this year he has been challenging 
himself to complete printing worksheets, 
with successfully mastering his printing of 
the letter “S”.  Congratulations Sully! 
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CLASSROOM NEEDS 

Paw Patrol 
Weighted Blankets 

Weighted blankets are a great O.T. tool 
to assist our students with self regulation 
in times of emotional dis-regulation.  
Blankets need to be a minimum of 25 lbs. 

Our Elementary classrooms are looking for Paw Patrol 
toys to assist with reinforcement and the building of 

social skills.  If you or anyone you know have these types 
of toys, they would find a good home at Janus Academy. 

 Artificial Christmas 

Trees 

We are looking for artificial 
Christmas Trees, Max. 6 feet in 
height, to add to our seasonal 

festivities.  We are also happy to 
have trees on loan for the month 
of December and will ensure they 

are returned during the first 
week of January. 

Mickey Mouse, a generational icon 
for many of us, is now being enjoyed 

by our next generation.  We are 
looking for anything Mickey Mouse 

related as positive reinforcement for 
our Elementary students.  Games, 

books, pictures, videos etc. would be 
a welcome addition.  If you or anyone 
you know have these types of Mickey 
Mouse items, they would be greatly 

appreciated by our young students at 
Janus Academy. 

 

Mickey Mouse 
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  OUR CLASSROOMS THANK YOU 
Janus Academy is very grateful for 

the donations that help our 
students succeed and we send out 

the following thank yous to our 
Janus Families and Friends. 

Morvarid (Anahita’s Mom) for 
donating Peppa Pig toys for 
our Elementary Classrooms. 

Melanie (Charlie’s Mom) for 
donating Peppa Pig toys to 
our Elementary Classrooms. 

Janis (Cole’s Mom) for donating Lego to 
our STEM Program, books for our 

classrooms and felt story boards for our 
NET room. 

Pamela (Stephen’s Mom) for an 
exercise bike for our Junior High 

students, as well as games and books 
for our classrooms. 

Our Janus staff who continuously 
contribute items daily, from corks & toilet 
paper tubes for student craft projects, to 

comic books for reinforcements and 
stuffed animal toys to make weighted 

toys for our students, we are thankful to 
the Janus Team. 
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Insights 
by Yolande Daley, Training 
Director 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

    
 

  Topic:  Navigating Family Supports for Children with Disabilities 
   Date:   Wednesday, January 11, 2023 
   Time:   12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
   Location:  Online 
   Presenter:  Tim Ingram (Janus Parent and Chair of FOJAA) 
 

Watch your email to register 

 

Parent Lunch & Learn 
 

Master Coach, Kyle Kalloo, held 
sessions for our new supervisors, 
exploring their working style and 
the style of their teams to facilitate 
the building of a functional 
classroom team.  He also did follow 
up sessions with our alumni 
supervisors, discussing the 
mastering of their working styles 
and so much more. 

Professional Development days provide an opportunity to host training sessions that facilitate topics such as establishing 
instructional control, effective teaching procedures, ways to increase learner cooperation and student motivation when 
teaching one on one, in pairs or group teaching.  All these key elements improve learning acquisition and success. 

 

Thanks, to the 26 families who joined online for the lunch and learn session on “How to support my child with Anxiety”, 
I definitely gained increased knowledge about anxiety and will integrate these strategies into my training with our 
educational team.  If you are interested in the PowerPoint information for this lunch and learn session you can email me 
at Yolande.daley@janusacademy.org.   

 

“In learning you will teach, and 
in teaching you will learn.” 

Phil Collins 

 

 

mailto:Yolande.daley@janusacademy.org
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Our Vision 
To be recognized as a leader in specialized 

education and the facilitation of lifelong 
community integration of persons with autism 

 

Our Mission 
To empower and support persons with autism 
and their families, maximizing their quality of 

life by providing the model learning 
environment that meets their academic, 

social, and emotional needs. 

 

Janus Academy Society 
200 – 403 33 Street NE 
Calgary, AB 
T2A 1X5 
 
P: 403.262.3333 
F: 403.693.2345 

Board of Directors 
Chair  Maxine Jones-Sine 

Vice Chair Servejit Massey 

Treasurer Cecilia Chen  

Secretary Jennifer Tinkler-Chirvaiu 

Director Allison Streit 

Director Rahim Bhatia 

Director Peter Taylor 

Director Rosa Twyman 

Director Katherine Ruddy 

Director Dr. Julia Jacobs-LeVan 

 

Chief Executive 

Officer  Carlene Chrumka 

 

 

 


