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November Greeting 

from Janus Academy 
As hard as it is to believe, we are entering our third month of school and it has been great.  
October was a busy month for everyone at Janus Academy.  We had workshops, followed 
by Parent Teacher Conferences, and then capped off the month with some Halloween fun.  
Thank you to all the students and staff for putting together such great costumes and fun 
activities to do.  

As we move into November, I think this is a good time to reflect on the last few months of 
learning and growing, and to recognize all the hard work our amazing students, staff, and 
parents put into each day. As always getting the opportunity to connect to our Janus 
parents during our recent Parent Teacher Conferences was informative and helpful in 
guiding our work with our students.  Although we have just held Parent Teacher 
Conferences, that does not mean you need to wait to talk to your child’s teacher, 
classroom coordinator or program coordinator.  If you have any questions or concerns, we 
welcome communication with you all year long.  We value our families’ opinions and are 
grateful for the community they are helping Janus Academy to create. 

Students and staff will be commemorating Remembrance Day with art projects and a video 
tribute.  We will also be participating in a moment of silence on Wednesday, November 10 
at 11:00AM, during which time everyone at Janus Academy will have the opportunity to 
watch the video tribute in their own classrooms.  This video tribute will be sent out to all 
parents so they may watch it with their children on Remembrance Day.  Janus Academy 
will be closed on Thursday November 11, in recognition Remembrance Day.  The school 
will be open on Friday November 12 at the usual time. 

Wishing all of you a wonderful day, 

 

Koren Trnka 

Program Director Junior / Senior High School 
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We Will Remember 
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Every year, at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month, we gather in memorial parks, community halls, workplaces, 
schools and homes to stand in honour of all who have fallen to 
ensure our freedom. 
 

Remembrance Day was first observed in 1919 throughout the British 
Commonwealth which Canada was part of.  It was originally called 
“Armistice Day” to commemorate the signing of the armistice 
agreement that ended the First World War on Monday, November 
11, 1918, at 11 am.  
 

The tradition of Remembrance Day evolved out of Armistice Day.  
The first Armistice Day began at Buckingham Palace by King George 
V with the king hosting a banquet honoring the French president. 
 

In 1921, the poppy was adopted as the flower of remembrance, 
meaning this year marks the 100th anniversary of the remembrance 
poppy in Canada.  Wearing a poppy during the month of November 
is a way to remember the men and women who have served and 
continue to serve our country during times of war, conflict and 
peace. 
 
 

 IMPORTANT REMINDER 
STUDENT & STAFF ALLERGIES 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Fall/Winter 2021 

Mark your calendars 
 

• November 11  Remembrance Day (no school)  

• November 25  Early Dismissal (1:05pm) 

• November 26  Non-instructional Day (no school) 

 

• December 17  Winter Concert  

• December 23  Early Dismissal (1:05pm) 

• Dec 24 – Jan 9  Winter Break (no school) 
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Kids Having Fun 

Janus Academy is a registered partner with 
Kids Up Front, a non-profit organization 

providing FREE tickets to a variety of events 
throughout the year for deserving children, 

youth and their families.  During October 
2021 we had the opportunity to provide 

Flames hockey tickets to a couple of families 
and the fun can be seen in the photos below 

and to the side.                       

 

“Play is the biggest form 
of research.” 

- 

Albert Einstein  

A  time  to Remember 
 

  

Every year, at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month, we gather in memorial parks, 
community halls, workplaces, schools, and homes to stand in honour of all who have fallen to ensure our 
freedom. 
 

Remembrance Day was first observed in 1919 throughout the British Commonwealth which Canada was part 
of.  It was originally called “Armistice Day” to commemorate the signing of the armistice agreement that ended 
the First World War on Monday, November 11, 1918, at 11 am.  
 

The tradition of Remembrance Day evolved out of Armistice Day.  The first Armistice Day began at Buckingham 
Palace by King George V with the king hosting a banquet honoring the French president. 
 

In 1921, the poppy was adopted as the flower of remembrance, meaning this year marks the 100th anniversary 
of the remembrance poppy in Canada.  Wearing a poppy during the month of November is a way to remember 
the men and women who have served and continue to serve our country during times of war, conflict, and 
peace. 
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Teresa – Fundraising insert and welcome Karen Filbert 

         



JANUS JOURNAL | Issue 2 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Janus Academy – Staff Appreciation 

The Janus Academy Team would like to take this opportunity to show our appreciation for two of our fellow team 
members.  Melinda Amawan and Yolande Daley were selected by their peers as Team Members of the Month for 
October 2021.  Please join us in giving Melinda and Yolande the recognition they deserve. 

 

Melinda Amawan – Educational Assistant 
Melinda is an extremely hardworking, dedicated staff member in Classroom 6. She 

arrives early every day and is always ready to tackle our unique classroom 

challenges head on. We have a lot of students in Room 6 and sometimes Melinda 

is two people at once, whether she is supporting group learning, leading Health 

Class, or working lunch, she is constantly switching hats to meet the needs of the 

moment. She handles the busyness and stress that naturally comes with our job 

with an amazing sense of grace and professionalism. Melinda has a heart of gold; 

she is always caring towards students and staff. She prioritizes her relationships 

with students, ensuring she has a strong pairing with everyone she is going to 

work with. Brings great insight with each student, providing new ideas and a 

wiliness to try something different to get the job done, ensuring students are set 

up for success. Melinda consistently models a growth mindset, something we 

encourage with our students. She is open to learning new things to get the most 

of every experience. No task is too big or too small for Melinda and the success of 

Room 6 is the result! It is Melinda’s 7th year at Janus Academy and it’s hard to 

image our Classroom 6 family without her. Year in and year out she has shown 

what Janus Academy is truly about – hard work, acceptance, and a strong, pure 

love for what we do. 

 

Yolande Daley – Training Director 
I feel truly blessed to have worked alongside Yolande for the past 15 years. I still 
remember Koren trying to lure Yolande back to Janus as she had left to pursue 
another position. It wasn’t until I met Yolande upon her return that I understood 
the magnitude of our loss when she left us for those few years.  

She has a heart of gold and the purest of intentions to better those around her, 
including students and their families, staff, and our organization. What motivates 
and drives Yolande to work as hard as she does everyday is the sheer desire to 
make a difference in our student’s lives. I am in awe when I watch her with the 
students. She captivates their attention, makes learning fun and purposeful and 
does it so effortlessly. Everyone comes to our office to seek her help because she is 
the glue that keeps us together. Yolande leads with passion and compassion, and I 
know I’m not alone when I say that she is a role model and an inspiration for 
everyone. 

If you’ve had the privilege of being trained by Yolande or have had the opportunity 
to observe her in action, soak it all in because she is truly one of the greatest 
teachers of all time. Please join me in recognizing Yolande for Staff of the Month 
and her excellence all year round. 

Teresa Reynolds – Fund Development & Communications Manager 
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Our Mission 
To empower and support persons with autism 
and their families, maximizing their quality of 

life by providing the model learning 
environment that meets their academic, 

social, and emotional needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Janus Academy Society 
200 – 403 33 Street NE 
Calgary, AB 
T2A 1X5 
 
P: 403.262.3333 
F: 403.693.2345 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Chair  Maxine Jones-Sine 

Vice Chair Raj Bal 

Treasurer Katie Ruddy 

Secretary Rebecca Pound 

Director Allison Streit 

Director Rahim Bhatia 

Director Peter Taylor 

Director Rosa Twyman 

Director Devon Barber 

Director Servejit Massey 

Executive                    
Director Carlene Chrumka 

 

 

Our Vision 
To be recognized as a leader in specialized 

education and the facilitation of lifelong 
community integration of persons with autism. 

 

 

 

 


