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December Greeting  

from Janus Academy 
As the holiday season fast approaches, it is easy to get overwhelmed and feel a bit stressed 
about all the things one must get done. It is important to take a step back and appreciate all 
the holiday season brings us. The bright lights, the arts, and crafts, and of course the best 
part, the student performances. Although we will be unable to welcome our families and 
community into the school for a live performance, we are grateful to be able to continue 
this tradition through a video performance on December 17th. Stay tuned for more 
information! 

We’ve launched our Gift of Education Tree fundraiser and it is wonderful to see how many 
people are helping us decorate our tree.  This is the second year we’ve done this event and 
once again it has been a huge success. Take a look at our website under “Events” to see how 
things are unfolding. Thank you to everyone who has joined in on the fun and for your 
continued support.   

We have also had fantastic success with our Student Holiday Enterprise.  It has been great to 
see so many Janus students taking part in the creation, organization, and production of this 
holiday sale. This experience provides the students with so many opportunities beneficial in 
skill development that we want to thank all of you who helped support the program. A special 
thank you to Yolande and Kenndra for all their efforts and creativity and to all the others who 
really got into the spirit of the project.    

Today we welcomed Santa John to the school to provide our younger students with an 
opportunity to visit with Santa Claus and for our older students to say hello. Santa John has 
been volunteering his time and providing gifts to our students for 12 years and he is always a 
huge hit during his visit. Although this visit will be a bit different with social distancing, I know 
the students and staff are excited to see Santa once again.  

I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season filled with many opportunities to make 
wonderful family memories amid these trying times. To those who celebrate, I’d like to wish 
you all a Happy Rohatsu (Bodhi Day), Chanukah, and Christmas!  Here’s to a safe and very 
joyful holiday season. 
 

Paige McNeill  
Program Director Elementary  
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IMPORTANT DATES 
Winter 2021 

Mark your calendars 

• December 17  Winter Concert  

• December 23  Early Dismissal (1:05pm) 

• Dec 24 – Jan 9  Winter Break (no school) 
 

• January 10   Non-instructional Day (no school) 

• January 11   Classes Resume 

 

Winter Concert 
Dear Families,  

Janus Academy is excited to announce our 2nd Annual Virtual Winter 

Concert. 

The students have been practicing their presentations, lines, and dance 

moves; they cannot wait to share their videos with the Janus community! Be 

sure to check your e-mail on December 17th at 12:00pm for the link to our 

pre-recorded video. 

A huge thank you to all the students and staff for their hard work putting 

together this wonderful showcase. 
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IMPORTANT REMINDER 
From Calgary Transit Access 

Safety is at the heart of everything we do at Calgary Transit Access (CTA), and with winter knocking on 
the door I am writing to advise you of a CTA safety initiative. 

This winter, we are taking a proactive approach to reduce the risk of slips, trips, and falls by educating all 
Customers about the importance of acting safely on our service. We have created a safety handout 
(attached) based on extensive analysis of safety reporting and data, and in consultation with our 
Customers after a slip, trip or fall. 

Over the next couple of weeks, our on-road Field Supervisors will be visiting your locations across the 
City to deliver thousands of safety handouts to staff. We need your help to share this information with 
front line staff, leaders and clients accessing CTA services. Please share the handouts with leaders, 
teachers, partners, contractors, clients, students, service users, residents, patients, parents, caregivers, 
et al, and anyone who access CTA services. 

We take Customer and Driver safety seriously and ACT on your feedback. If you have questions, 
comments, or feedback, please email Douglas M. Barns at Douglas.Barns@calgary.ca to set up a time to 
discuss it with you. 

 

 

We are like a 

SNOWFLAKE 

all different in our own 

beautiful way 
 

- Unknown – 

  

Holiday Enterprise 

Thank you to our production, 
marketing, and social media teams 
(Jennie, Kenndra, Kyle, Tamara, Teresa 
& Yolande) and to our great production 
elves (the students) for all their hard 
work in making the 2021 Holiday 
Enterprise a huge success. 
 

A special “Thank You” to all the 
families who supported the student’s 
success by purchasing the products. 
Below are the final figures of our 
holiday sale. 
 

Sales Total               $1,545.00 
Production Costs   $   735.00 
Profit                            $   810.00 
 

mailto:Douglas.Barns@calgary.ca
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Kids Having Fun 

 
 

   

 

      

 

Winter is usually the time of year when staying in doors becomes necessary due to our cold Canadian weather. 
We have been fortunate with a very mild fall; however the snow will eventually arrive on our doorstep.  When 

that happens and your child must stay inside, they can have some indoor fun colouring the festive image below. 
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Room 5 & 6 
Mathematics 

The students in Room 5 & 6 are working hard 
in Math Class! Our grade 3 learners have been 

exploring place value while learning how to 
build, write, and expand 3-digit numbers. With 

this, the students have had fun creating 
numbers with the Base 10 manipulatives giving 

them the skills to represent numbers in 
different ways! 

Language Arts 

Science 

Social Studies 

This month, students in Room 5 & 6 have been 
focusing on the elements of a story. We have been 
learning about characters, setting and plot. The 
students have been working extremely hard on their 
elements of a story projects, writing their own stories 
as well as creating their very own characters! 

In Science, some students are learning about how 
plants grow! We have been learning to label the 
parts of a plant, discuss the basic needs of a plant, 
and how plants absorb nutrients and sunlight. The 
students have discussed how important plants are to 
our world: plants provide us with so many different 
things like clothing, shelter, food and medicine 

Students in Room 6 have been travelling through 
Canada on an Amazing Race Road Trip! We have 

looked at the Cordillera and the Arctic so far. Students 
have been practicing their mapping, comparing, and 

contrasting skills in each new region. 
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Room 5 & 6 
Social Media Club 

Social Media Club has been a lot of fun! We have been learning all about camera’s and how to use them. The 
students have really enjoyed getting time to take pictures of different things such as favorite toys, friends, 

instructors, and special spaces around the school. We have done a variety of photo scavenger hunts, been on a 
safari, learned how to zoom in and out, done zoom challenges, etc. The students are getting very good at 

saying “Say Cheese!” before taking photos of each other. We are excited to see all the creative photos they 
have been taking. Here are some photos taken by the current Social Media Student Team. 

Robotics Club 
For the first time ever, Janus is proud to offer the First Lego League Robotics program to students in Rooms 5 
and 6! Students have been given the opportunity to explore with LEGO to build and code a variety of robots 

including spy robots, helicopters and race cars! 
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  Janus Academy – Staff Appreciation 

The Janus Academy Team would like to take this opportunity to show our appreciation for two of our fellow team 
members.  Allie Patch and Kenndra Black were selected by their peers as Team Members of the Month for 
November 2021.  Please join us in giving Allie and Kenndra the recognition they deserve. 

 

Allie Patch – Certified Teacher 
It is no surprise that Allie has been recognized for the second year in a row, and 
we are honored to recognize her once again. For many, Allie is a lifesaver, a 
confidant, a person who has many strengths that we look up to and hope to have 
one day. She is always willing to listen and give advice, and she is always checking 
in to make sure things are okay.  Allie is a leader who goes the extra mile for 
everyone she knows. She brings joy to the classroom that we cannot do without, 
we very rarely see Allie without a smile. She is a teacher that many of our 
students look up to and respect. She has a special bond with many of the 
students she teaches, which is evident on days she is away, and we are 
constantly asked where she is and when she will be back. She takes the time to 
know each of the students in a way that she empathizes with them, celebrates 
with them, understands them, and is a haven for them.   
Allie exemplifies what Janus stands for. She empowers and supports each child 
she teaches, she does whatever she can to maximize their quality of life and 
strives to do her best every day to meet their academic needs. She is always 
challenging herself to find creative and meaningful ways to ensure the students 
are reaching their fullest academic potential.  We are incredibly lucky to be a part 
of your Janus journey Allie and appreciate your hard work and dedication over 
the last year and a half.  We look forward to the rest of the year, and to see the 
progress the students will make under your guidance and love.   

 

Kenndra Black – Group Instructor 

For the Month of November, we recognize the hard work and dedication 

Kenndra has shown for all the students and to Janus Academy. Kenndra 

took on a new challenge this year of becoming the new Visual Arts Group 

Instructor, and we could all see how excited she was for this new journey. 

She has demonstrated an ability to work with all the students at Janus 

Academy and does so with compassion as well as an eagerness to meet 

their needs when teaching. 

In her new position, Kenndra can find that balance between helping the 

students in room 7 while also focusing on her group classes and doing her 

best work both inside and outside of the classroom. As a team, we all know 

we can count on Kenndra to put fourth her best effort and great ideas to 

better not only the classroom, but the school as well. 

You don’t need to work directly with Kenndra to see how devoted she is to 

the students and how much she loves to see them succeed, not only at 

school but also in their daily lives outside of the Janus campus. She cares for 

all the students at Janus Academy and is very deserving of this recognition. 

Congratulations Kenndra! 
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Board of Directors 
 

Chair  Maxine Jones-Sine 

Vice Chair Raj Bal 

Treasurer Katie Ruddy 

Secretary Rebecca Pound 

Director Allison Streit 

Director Rahim Bhatia 

Director Peter Taylor 

Director Rosa Twyman 

Director Devon Barber 

Director Servejit Massey 

Executive                    
Director Carlene Chrumka 

 

 

Our Vision 
To be recognized as a leader in specialized 

education and the facilitation of lifelong 
community integration of persons with autism. 

 

 

 

Janus Academy Society 
200 – 403 33 Street NE 
Calgary, AB 
T2A 1X5 
 
P: 403.262.3333 
F: 403.693.2345 

Our Mission 
To empower and support persons with autism 
and their families, maximizing their quality of 

life by providing the model learning 
environment that meets their academic, 

social, and emotional needs. 

 


