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I would like to welcome all the students, staff and families back to school and wish 
you all a happy and healthy 2020. Last year was a positive and productive year 
filled with many changes, challenges and successes and I look forward to what the 
next year holds. The leadership and educational team is always hard at work 
exploring and discussing ways to ensure the success of the school and we are 
excited to get back to work.  

I would like to thank everyone who was involved in our December projects and 
celebrations. The elementary winter festival was a huge success and as usual, it is 
always heartening to see our students perform on stage. The Holiday Gift Project 
was another huge success with our Junior/Senior High students learning 
entrepreneurial and production skills. We raised over $1000 dollars that will fund 
other student initiatives later in the year. Excellent work everyone and a huge 
thank you to all of you who purchased the holiday jars.  

January starts busy as usual, with practicum placements beginning, student 
workshops and Parent Teacher Conferences. We will be welcoming over thirteen 
practicum students over the next semester from U of C and MRU. We are thankful 
for these partnerships and are pleased that we can provide guidance and share our 
knowledge with the next generation of Teachers, Social Workers and those 
looking to work with children and youth with or without an autism diagnosis. 

Information on how to sign up for the Parent Teacher Conferences open house 
format will be coming out soon via email through sign up genius. We received 
excellent feedback on this format during our pilot stage and have therefore 
decided to try the open house format for all classrooms and campuses this month. 
We anticipate that parents will walk away with a better sense of what the school 
day looks like for your son or daughter with greater opportunities to speak with a 
variety of teachers, group instructors and classroom instructors that are all a part 
of the learning team. We welcome any feedback and comments that you might 
have about the format.  

Happy New Year to Everyone! 

Paige McNeill 

Program Director – Ramsay Campus 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Welcome                                                 1 

Important Dates                                  2  

Student Workshops                            3 

Life Skills                                                4 

Math                                                        5 

Training                                                  6 

Employee of the Month                    7 

Thank You                                             8  

AISCA Update                                     9                                            

Board of Directors                            10 
 

 

 

 

And now we welcome 

the new year. Full of 

things that have  

never been. 

Rainer Maria Rilke 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
Winter 2020 

 

Mark your calendars 

 January 6   Classes resume 

 January 10   Gymnastics (rm 11 + 14) 

 January 17   Gymnastics (rm 4 + 15) 

 January 20-23  Student workshops (see schedule) 

 January 24   Non-instructional Day (no school) 

 January 28-30  Parent Teacher Conferences (Ramsay) 

 January 28-29  Parent Teacher Conferences (Acadia) 

 January 31    Gymnastics (Acadia) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ramsay Campus – Open House times available 
 
*You MUST register through Sign up Genius (via email) 
 
January 28 & 30 (T/TH) 3:30 – 4:30pm 
January 29 (W)  8:00 – 8:45am 
 
Acadia Campus – Open House times available 
 
*You MUST register through Sign up Genius (via email) 
 
January 28 (T) 3:30 – 4:30pm 
January 29 (W) 8:00 – 9:00am and 3:30 – 4:30pm 
 
If you have any questions, please contact karli@janusacademy.org.  

mailto:karli@janusacademy.org
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2nd STUDENT WORKSHOPS – January 20-23 
 

Come January, we will be conducting our second set of student workshops.  Student 
workshops give your child’s educational team the opportunity to discuss student progress, 
review goals and expectations and practice therapy techniques. Please refer to the 
schedule below to review when your child is required to be at school.  
 
IMPORTANT: Your child is required to stay home on the days they are not in workshops. 

RAMSAY CAMPUS: 

 Please see list below for workshop attendance: 

January 

20 & 21 

Attila, Jayden, Stephen, Reuben, Christian, Farjad, Moe, Taylor, 
Easton, Edward, William, Kiana, Lucas, Jackson, Kale, Moeen, 

Jack, Elaina, Aaron, Adi, Akif, Joel 

January 

22 & 23 

Connor, Nadia S., Dylan, Gabrieal, Sully, Mett, Sebastian, 
Nathan, Marko, Mason, Robert, George, Luke, Alex, Noah,    

Nadia C., Humayl 

 

ACADIA CAMPUS: 

Please see list below for workshop attendance: 

January 

20 & 21 

Arnold, Erfan, Timi, Monchan, Megan, Eric, Owen, Silus, Noah, 
Sydney 

January 

22 & 23 

Kye, Felix, Maya, Charlie, Alanna, Marc, Jessica, Zach, Shraya, 
Keira McNeil, Keira Menzies, 

 
*Please note that all requests to switch days up to this point have been approved, but 

we are unable make any more accommodations moving forward.  

 

If you have any questions regarding workshops, please feel free to contact the school. 
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LIFE SKILLS 
Matthew Killeen – Teacher (Acadia) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   
 

The FIRST step for the students was to 

paint their piece of wood. 

 

Before the Winter Break, the students in Life 
Skills began working on their String Art 
projects. String Art was chosen because this 
project helped the students develop and 
practice multiple life skills, such as creativity, 
coordination, and patience. 

 

 

 

  (PHOTO OR TEXT) 

The NEXT step for the students 

was to choose a template and 
then hammer nails into their 

piece of wood. 

 

 

 

   (PHOTO OR 
TEXT) The FINAL step for the students was to wrap yarn around 

the nails to complete their design. 

 

 

   (PHOTO OR TEXT) 
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MATH 
Matthew Killeen – Teacher (Acadia) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

   
 

Once that skill 
has been 
mastered, the 
students  can 
practice buying 
items, such as 
food, and show 
how much 
money is 
needed to 
make their 
purchase. 

 

The students in Mathematics have been practicing their skills with 
money. Understanding how money works is a very functional skill 
because everyone deals with money on a daily basis. Understanding 
money also improves quality of life because learners gain 
independence. 

The first step for the students is to be able to identify the names and 
values of each coin in Canadian Currency. Once the students know the 
value of each coin, they will understand that you have to count by 10s 
when counting dimes, or count by 5s when counting nickels. 

 

 

A great way to test your 
child’s knowledge in 
understanding money is to 
print off a menu from their 
favourite restaurant, and ask 
them to find two or three 
selections. After that, have 
them add up the total. From 
there, tell them that they 
only have x amount of 
money to work with so they 
will have to do a subtraction 
equation to determine how 
much money they will have 
left. 
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TRAINING NEWS  
 
TRAINING DIRECTOR: YOLANDE DALEY 

UPCOMING 
 WORKSHOP 

 

This year we will be integrating speech and occupational 

therapy support within the classroom. The support will be 

offered twice a month for two hour sessions. Therapies 

will be delivered as follows. 

 

Service delivery: 

 

Consultation – SLP and OT will: 

 Consultant with Programmers to support with 

language, motor, and sensory development. 

 

Assessment – SLP and OT will:  

 Provide recommendations to support the scope of 

sequence to teach language, and communication 

regardless of the mode and motor development. 

 

Programming –SLP and OT will: 

 Provide current research to the teaching team 

 Demonstrate different strategies to support the 

diverse student population.  

 

Service delivery models: 

 Individual pull-out  

 Small group support 

 Group Activity support  

 One-on-one in classroom support 

 

Service delivery will not:  

 Replace students in home therapy programs  

 Provide exclusive programs for every student 

 “Supporting Siblings of 

individuals with Autism” 

Date: Tuesday, February 25th 

Time: 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Cost: $30.00 Parent and Sibling 

(10+) 

Presenter: Caroline Buzanko 

Location: 8516 Athabasca St. SE 

 

Workshop Objectives: 

It is encouraged that siblings 10+ 

attend the workshop with parents, 

as it would allow siblings a chance 

to meet one another and share their 

experiences in a fun, friendly 

environment. In this unique parent 

and child workshop 

 Parents will learn the effects of 
a sibling, their unique needs, 
and ways to best support them.  

 Key factor in supporting siblings 
 
*If siblings are under 10, parents are 
still welcome to attend without 
them. 

 
 

A link will be emailed to register. 

If you have questions, contact:  

Yolande@janusacademy.org  
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NOVEMBER 2019 

Shy          Room 4 Group Instructor (Ramsay) 

Over the past 3 years, you have grown and flourished into a confident behaviour 
therapist and then a group instructor.  Your hard work and dedication does not go 
missed by your supervisors or your co-workers. You consistently strive to find the best 
teaching materials for your students; whether that be creating a solar system diagram 
or a “What’s in the Box?” Your creativity knows no bounds when it comes to the 
students at Janus Academy. 

When trouble strikes, you are always one of the first to come and support your team. 
There has been many times that you have come to our rescue during difficult and trying 
situations.  We are truly blessed to not only have you as a co-worker but as a lifelong 
friend as well.  We wish you all the success and happiness! 

 

 

         

 

        Tatiana    Room 4 Behavior Therapist (Acadia) 

This month we recognize Tatiana and all of her hard work! Tatiana, has grown so much 
since her time with us as a practicum student and her skills get stronger every single 
day. No matter what the day brings, I know I can count on Tatiana to be flexible and to 
help out wherever she is needed. She always puts her students first, and is always 
thinking of new ideas and strategies to help them be as successful as they can. Tatiana, 
you are a valuable member of our team, and we are so lucky to have you in the 
classroom. You go above and beyond supporting your students and team members 
and I appreciate you and your hard work does not go unnoticed. Congratulations, you 
deserve this so much! 

 

          Maysa     Room 1 Group Instructor (Acadia) 

We recognize Maysa for her hard work and dedication to the students of Janus 
Academy. Every morning, Maysa greets each student she sees with such enthusiasm, 
it makes each student feel amazing. Maysa's caring nature and familiarity with the 
students is exemplary. She manages the students well and she anticipates their needs. 
On top of all that, Maysa is also the Science teacher... and the Social Studies teacher... 
and the Physical Education teacher... and she is part of the Staff Appreciation 
Committee. Clearly, Maysa is a valuable asset to our school.  

Thank you for all that you do, Maysa! 
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Please join us in extending our gratitude to the following individuals and 
organizations that gave to Janus Academy this past month! 

 

volunteers 

Thank you again to Santa John for coming to Janus Academy to provide our students with  
an opportunity to express their holiday wishes! 

 
And a very special thank you to our anonymous donor for bringing presents from Santa!  

 

STAFF 

Thank you to all the staff for putting together the Winter Festival in such a short time frame.  The 
decorations, performances and food were wonderful and a positive change!  

 
Parent volunteers 

A special thank you to parents who have already begun their gala volunteer duties.  From transporting 
items to and from the school to our set up site, to washing chair covers, we truly appreciate your support!  

 
Thank you to the parents who participated in the School Choice Survey!  Please read the update from 

AISCA below. 

 

A special thank you to the Rathwell family for contributing funds to our Janus Christmas Staff Party            
for prizes! 

 

RAMSAY SCHOOL 

Thank you to Ramsay School for inviting our students to sing Christmas carols with them in the gym.  

 

HOLIDAY CAMPAIGN 

Thank you to all the donors who responded with kind messages and contributed to this campaign.  

We hope you were impacted by Sully’s story and we truly appreciate your generosity during the  

holiday season !  The campaign has raised approximately $1320.00 !   
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lqs5bCpHlpI&feature=youtu.be 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lqs5bCpHlpI&feature=youtu.be
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Our Mission 
To empower and support persons 

with autism and their families, 
maximizing their quality of life by 

providing the model learning 
environment that meets their 

academic, social and emotional 
needs 

 

 

 

RAMSAY CAMPUS 

2223 Spiller Road SE 
Calgary, AB  T2G 4G9  

403.262.3333 

 

ACADIA CAMPUS 

8516 Athabasca Street SE 
Calgary, AB  T2H 1S1 

403.228.5559 

 

 
ADULT DAY PROGRAMS 

Ability Hub – 300, 3820 24th Ave NW 
Calgary, AB 

Cornerstone Church - 1227 48th Ave NE                                              
Calgary, AB    
 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Chair  Maxine Jones-Sine 

Vice Chair Nick Heffernan 

Treasurer Katie Ruddy  

Secretary Raj Bal 

Director Bill de Jong 

Director Rebecca Pound 

Director Amanda Osborne 

Director Tim Ingram (PAC Chair) 

Executive                    
Director Carlene Chrumka 

  

 

Our Vision  
To be recognized as a leader in 
specialized education and the 

facilitation of lifelong community 
integration of persons with autism 

 


