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You will have already received information from Paige about the early registration date 
this year for our next school year.  Having this early information is instrumental in our 
planning for next year’s budget as well as giving us a better indication of the number and 
type of students that we will be able to open our doors to.  Thank you all for getting your 
information in earlier than usual.  This really supports us in making informed decisions 
for the next school year. 

Parent/Teacher conferences have just wrapped up and we have received some very 
positive feedback on the “Open House” format that we used for a couple of our 
classrooms.  It was such a success that we are working out a plan to include this format 
for all of our classrooms during our next round of conferences. 

We are still working very hard on our new bus campaign.  This size of vehicle is so 
important for us to go on community outings with all of our classes as well as the 
participants in our Adult Community Program.  Thank you to everyone who has donated 
to this as well as helped us to spread the word. 

It seems impossible but the gala is only 4 weeks away.  Our Gala Committee has really 
pulled out all the stops on the planning for this event.  I can’t wait to see everyone dressed 
in Garden Party attire.  We will be selling fascinators and top hats at the event, just in 
case you weren’t able to get one before the party. 

February is also a big time of celebration with Chinese New Year, so Gong Hey Fat Choy 
to everyone!  I hope you are all staying warm with this western Canada winter weather. 

 

Carlene Chrumka 

Executive Director 
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Just in case you have 

forgotten today:  

You matter. 

You are loved.  

You are worthy. 

You are magical. 



JANUS JOURNAL | Issue 6 2 

 

 

  

 

 
Mark your calendars  

 

 February 11   Gymnastics (Acadia) 

 February 14 & 15  Non-instructional Days (no school)  

 February 18   Family Day (no school) 

 February 20   Parent workshop – Eating for Autism   
 

Enrolment for 2019-2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsworthy…  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
Winter 2019 

One morning in 2008, desperate and impoverished while trying unsuccessfully 
to write, Craig Davidson plucked a flyer out of his mailbox that read, "Bus 
Drivers Wanted." That was the first step towards an unlikely new career: driving 
a school bus full of special-needs kids for a year. Davidson shows us how his 
evolving relationship with the kids on that bus, each of them struggling 
physically as well as emotionally and socially, slowly but surely changed his life 
along with the lives of the "precious cargo" in his care. This is the extraordinary 
story of that year and those relationships. It is also a moving, important and 
universal story about how we see and treat people with special needs in our 
society. (From Knopf Canada) 

 

Aquatica Orlando has partnered with The International 
Board of Credentialing and Continuing Education Standards 
(IBCCES), a global leader in online training and certification 
programs, to become designated as a Certified Autism 
Center (CAC). It is our goal to provide every family with an 
enjoyable and memorable visit to Aquatica Orlando, and we 
are proud to offer specialized services to guests with autism 
and other special needs. 

The due date to re-register for the 2019-2020 school year has changed to March 1, 2019. Please note 
that school enrolment packages were sent home in your son or daughter’s backpack last week. The 
package outlined the process of how to re-enroll for the 2019-2020 school year as well as, changes to the 
due date for securing placement with a $2000.00 non-refundable deposit.  The remainder of the tuition 
payments have not changed and remain at $10,000 on June 14th, 2019 and the final $2000.00 on 
September 6th, 2019. If you did not receive a package or have questions concerning enrolment, please 
call the Ramsay office at 403-262-3333.  
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GROUP LEARNING 
    Danielle Mitchell – Group Instructor (Ramsay) 
 

  
 

Fun Activity-based Learning: 

This teaching approach encourages students to play an 

active role in their learning experience through both 

mental and physical engagement, utilizing exploration and 

expression in a hands-on educational setting. 

Children are learners, rather than passive recipients of 

information. This method of teaching creates a positive 

and inviting learning environment where students are 

more willing to step outside of their comfort zone to 

participate and take risks, building their self confidence. 

Having fun while learning not only stimulates the child’s 

creativity and imagination, but they are more likely to 

retain information because the process is enjoyable and 

motivating for them.  

Our Classroom: 

This term, students have been learning objectives 
through many different engaging methods: 

 Fine and gross motor activities 

 3D models 

 Role play and social stories 

 Calendar and weather study 

 Sight words/emergent reading 
 

Within our Sight Words program, students are 
encouraged to volunteer and participate in activities at 
the board, first learning to identify words using visual 
reference within a tactile approach. The amount of 
pride the children have in their accomplishments, 
independence, and eagerness to participate, shows us 
how much this approach boosts their self confidence 
and expands their social skills. Their curiosity to learn is 
the first step to equipping students with the skill sets to 
be more confident and successful - not only in the 
educational setting, but to thrive outside as well! 

“Education begins the moment we see children as 
innately wise and capable beings. Only then can we 

play along in their world” – Vince Gowmon 
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LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION 

DEVELOPMENT 

      Stephanie Jooste – Group Instructor  (Ramsay) 

 

 

 

Language is a source of 
communication which plays an 
essential role in how we express 
our thoughts and feelings in our 
everyday life. 
 
Cause and Effect 

The Language and Communication 
Development program started the New Year 
off with teaching the students the importance 
of Cause and Effect. Students engaged in 
interactive activities, such as predicting what 
would happen if they dropped an egg on the 
ground, mixing various primary colours and 
the domino effect. These practical 
illustrations helped the students to 
understand the difference between the 
(effect) and why (cause), as well as take part 
in the activities. We will continue to explore 
this topic in other mediums, such as audio 
stories, video clips as well as books, to 
promote comprehension and generalization. 

Teaching Kids How to Answer Wh questions 

Wh questions are the most powerful words in language. 
However, answering “wh” questions is a difficult skill for 
many of our students.   

We have explored this topic in a variety of ways to teach 
students the expectations of each “wh” question through 
classroom scavenger hunts, games, worksheets, and 
tasks on whiteboard (what/action, where/place, 
who/person, why/reason and when/time). As with cause 
and effect, we will practice “wh” questions in other 
mediums to promote comprehension and generalization. 

 

 

 

Wh-question pizza slice: each answered wh-question 
corresponds with a specific “topping”. 
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     COMMUNITY TRAINING       PARENT WORKSHOP 

 

 

  

 

  

                  

YOLANDE DALEY  

TRAINING DIRECTOR 

TRAINING NEWS 

On January 25th, I hosted a practical training 
session at our Acadia Campus to three teachers 
from J.C. Charyk School in Hanna, Alberta. This 
was a result of the initial workshop I presented 
to them about “Understanding Behaviours” in 
August of last year. The main objective of this 
practical training session was to support the 
teachers in developing specific supportive plans 
that best met the needs of their students within 
an inclusive classroom.  The session included 
the essential components of a developing a 
supportive plan that utilizes Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) such as reviewing ABC data, 
identifying the functions, creating a 
reinforcement hierarchy, identifying the  
replacement behaviours to teach, reviewing the  
teaching procedures, and the use of tokens 
systems. There were several facilitation 
techniques which included question and 
answer, brainstorming, group discussions, 
video discussions and practical implementation 
of intervention.   
 

Eating For Autism - The Gut Brain 

Connection 

Date: February 20th, 2019 

Location: 8516 Athabasca Street SE. 

Time: 6:00 to 8:00PM 

Cost: $20.00 

Presenter: Susan Hoy 
Red Seal & CCC (Canadian Chef de Cuisine) chef & 

Agrologist (soil & vegetation specialist) 

This interactive workshop includes a simple 

demonstration style cooking class where you will 

get to sample recipes. A 5 recipe booklet is 

included. 

 

 

Thank you for your response!!  

I am excited to announce that I currently have 24 parents registered for the February workshop “Eating 
for Autism”.  Please send in your payment by CASH or CHEQUE (payable to Janus Academy Society); 
in an envelope labelled “February Parent Workshop” and send in your child’s communication book 
or drop payment off at the Ramsay or Acadia office.  

 
 

I am excited to announce that I currently have 24 participants registered for the 
February “Eating For Autism” workshop.  You can send in your payment by CASH or 
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COUNTDOWN:   3   1  days 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Here is our GoFundMe page: https://www.gofundme.com/4bdqg-new-school-bus  

Please HELP us spread the word!  You can also share our message on Facebook and Twitter! 

If you have any ideas on how we can continue to promote this campaign, please contact 
carlene@janusacademy.org or teresa@janusacademy.org.  

THANK YOU to all that have donated and supported this campaign on social media!  We 
couldn’t have had such a successful month of raising funds without each and every one of you!  

TICKETS SALES must be in before March 1! 

We have currently sold approximately 300 tickets, so we 
still have a ways to go before it’s sold out!   
 

https://www.showpass.com/janusgala2019/.  *service fees applicable 

NEW SCHOOL BUS CAMPAIGN! 

UPDATE: We have raised $15,120 to date! 

BREAKING NEWS... The Prosser Charitable 
Foundation and the Calgary Children’s Foundation 
has pledged to donate $25,000 in total to our 
campaign!  

 

Thank you to the following Sponsors: 

Entertainment Sponsor – Anonymous 
Balloon Sponsor – McLeod Law LLP 

Bar Sponsor – Mission Wealth Advisors of Raymond James 
Silent Auction Table Sponsor – Valentine Volvo 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/4bdqg-new-school-bus
mailto:carlene@janusacademy.org
mailto:teresa@janusacademy.org
https://www.showpass.com/janusgala2019/
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Please join us in extending our gratitude to the following individuals and 
organizations that gave to us this past month! 

 

United Way donor’s ChoiCe Program 

Thank you to Don Bartier, Terence Batke, Chelsey Isobe, Brad Klaiber, and John Plamondon for 
choosing us as your charity! 

 

Kids up front calgary 

Over the past year, KUF has distrubuted 231 tickets with a total value of $9,637.96 to families of 
Janus Academy.  Thank you to all  

 

Recurring donors 

Thank you to a special group of donors who contribute to Janus Academy on a regular basis.  Your 
commitment to supporting our programs is deeply appreciated !  

 

Matching gifts 

Thank you to TransCanada Pipelines, ATB Cares and Benevity for supporting employee giving by 
providing matching gifts to their charity of choice! 

 

Volunteers 

Thank you to Thomas Zilavec, Jennifer Park and Digital Ink Media ! 

 

School Bus campaign  

Thank you again to all that have donated and supported this campaign on social media!  A 
SPECIAL thank you to the parents and staff members who have personally donated to this 

campaign. We are deeply grateful for all you do for our school !  
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Treasurer Bill de Jong 
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Director Katie Ruddy 
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Our Mission 
To empower and support persons 

with autism and their families, 
maximizing their quality of life by 

providing the model learning 
environment that meets their 

academic, social and emotional 
needs 

 
RAMSAY CAMPUS 

2223 Spiller Road SE 
Calgary, AB  T2G 4G9  

403.262.3333 

 

ACADIA CAMPUS 

8516 Athabasca Street SE 
Calgary, AB  T2H 1S1 

403.228.5559 

 

 
ADULT DAY PROGRAMS 

Ability Hub – 300, 3820 24th Ave NW 
Calgary, AB 

Cornerstone Church - 1227 48th Ave NE                                              
Calgary, AB 
 

 

Board of Directors 

Our Vision  
To be recognized as a leader in 
specialized education and the 

facilitation of lifelong community 
integration of persons with autism 

 


