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Our teaching staff and our students continue to work on fine-tuning and streamlining the group 
teaching sessions.  We are learning what is working best for the students and how we can smooth 
out the rough edges of our transitions from one learning environment to the next.  I have heard 
some great feedback on the positive changes we have seen with many of the students and the skills 
they are displaying being with other students who are working at the same levels as they are.  We 
are still in early days so I know we will continue to grow and learn as time goes by.  We have heard 
some very positive remarks from our parents during the Parent/Teacher Conferences and that really 
keeps the teams motivated. 

As with any time changes that are introduced to an organization, we have seen movement within 
our staffing teams.  Team members have moved into different classroom positions, we have said 
goodbye to some teammates and we have been able to welcome others to the Janus family.  I’d like 
to thank Christine Tracey for volunteering to come and take pictures of each of the classroom teams 
so that we can send out photos and brief bios on each member so that parents are able to put a face 
to a name.  I hope this will be of great benefit to the families. 

I am pleased to announce that we have contracted with the ViTreo Group to do a feasibility study 
for the organization’s readiness to begin a capital campaign for the purchase of a new school.  There 
will be internal and external interviews that happen with our current donors/families/corporations 
that will show us where our strengths are and where we may need to put some work into so that we 
can raise the necessary funds for this project.  We estimate that this process will take 3 to 4 months 
to complete, especially with the holiday season coming during interview times.  Some of you may 
receive calls asking you to take part in these interviews.  We are trying to get a wide perspective 
with most stakeholders who will be impacted with this change.  We are very excited to get this 
moving and we are looking forward to the information we are able to gather. 

November is a time for Remembrance and taking a moment to reflect on those who have given 
their lives so that we can live in freedom.  Some of our students will be joining the Ramsay School 
students in a Remembrance Day celebration.  We are grateful for this opportunity to come together 
and pay tribute to our men and women in the Armed Forces. 

I look forward to our continued growth, finding ways to offer innovative and challenging educational 
opportunities for our students. 

Carlene Chrumka 

Executive Director  

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Welcome                                      1 

Important Dates                       2 

Home Economics                      3 

Math (Ramsay)                         4 

Math (Acadia)                           5 

Training Corner                        6 

Wanted                                        7 

Holiday Gift Guide                  8 

Thank yous                                 9 

Community Ads                  10-11 

Board of Directors                  12 
 

 

 

“They gave their        
tomorrows, 

So we could have our 
today.” 
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Mark your calendars  

 November 2  Calgary Climbing Centre (Ramsay - Room 4 & 15)  
Gymnastics (Ramsay - Room 11 & 14) 

 November 7  Retake Day 

 November 9  Calgary Climbing Centre (Ramsay - Room 11 & 14) 
Gymnastics (Ramsay - Room 4 & 15) 

 November 12  School closed (in lieu of Remembrance Day) - NEW 

 November 16  Swimming (Acadia) 

 November 23  Non-instructional Day (no school)    

 
 

If you require a RETAKE, check the box on the Order Form, sign it and have 
your child return it to the photographer on Retake Day – November 7th      

 

On Friday, November 9 from 10:30am to 11:15am in the Ramsay School gym, 
we will be participating in a Remembrance Day assembly.  Family members 
are welcome to join us! 

 

The Scholastic book club catalogues have been sent home.   

Please send your completed order form to the school by November 5, 2018.  

PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH. 
 

 

PARENT PICK UP AND DROP OFF – RAMSAY CAMPUS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
Fall 2018 

Parents and caregivers who are picking up and dropping off your children, please 
make note of the NO PARKING ZONE in front of the school along the fence (by 
the basketball tarmac).  This lane is where Transit Access (Handibus) parks to 
drop off our students in the morning and to pick up at the end of the day.   

They have been having difficulty pulling up to the school, especially for pick up, 
due to cars parking there.  Please park directly in front of the school or across 
the street along Spiller Road. 

Thank you for your cooperation!     
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       Parent Workshop 

 

 
 
 
 
Language and Communication 
Workshop 
Date: November 14th, 2018 
Location:  8516 Athabasca Street SE 
(Acadia Campus) 
Time: 6:00 to 8:00pm  
Presenter: Trish Lawrie (SLP) 
Cost: $20.00 (payment due prior to) 
 
A link will be emailed to you to 
register. 
 
This workshop will provide families 
with ways they can support their child 
with language development at home. 

 

What’s New Next Month For  
Staff Training & PD 

 
All new staff will attend Module (A) 
Competency testing (Modules are 
based on ABA theory and behaviour 
management). 

All second year staff will attend 
Module (B) Competency testing 
(Modules are based on ABA theory and 
behaviour management). 

All third year staff will attend Module 
(C) Competency testing (Modules are 
based on behaviour management, 
leadership, classroom management, 
etc.) 

All Group Instructors/ Classroom 
Coordinators will attend an In-Service 
with an Occupational Therapist. Topics 
covered will be on developmental 
sequence, hands on support for fine 
motor activities such as printing/ 
cutting, motor skills and group 
activities.  

 

Group Instructor training this month: 
 
All the students have settled in and have started to develop instructional skills 
and are now able to get more in-depth into their curriculum and IPP goals. 
The Instructors will be supported this month to structure their teaching to 
help students acquire the fundamentals of the Pillar subject matter and to 
make teaching functional and meaningful. 
 
You can expect to see your child experience three important goals in group 
learning: 

 Students will be taught how to communicate effectively and to 
express what they know. 

 Students will gain personal development (reaching their full potential) 

 Student will become active learners by way of many different of 
teaching tools such as manipulatives, visuals, hands on activities, role 
playing, and scripts. 

 

 

 
Hello Parents! I am excited to launch my first monthly poll, “Does it really 
matter?” Every second month, I will be posting a question to the Janus 
families to hear your voice on various topics that may be related to your son 
or daughter or just a general question about autism. I would really appreciate 
your participation by just sending me a quick “YES” or “NO” response and 
maybe a short why or why not. Please note that there are no right or wrong 
answers. This poll is meant to give you new perspective, verify that you are 
not alone or even present options you never thought about.  I will post the 
results in the following month’s newsletter to share the Janus family voice. 
Your identity will not be posted. 

As we are now in the third month of the school year, many of our students are 
gaining independence with their routines which brings me to think of one of 
the many challenges that individuals with autism face, which is learning to tie 
their shoe laces. Most children and teens don’t bother to tie their laces 
anymore.  They simply slide their feet in their shoes that is already pre-tied 
and out the door they go. However, this is often of great importance to some 
parents of children with disabilities to ensure that their child is independent. 
So to get the discussion started, this month’s question is: 

”Does it really matter to you if your child learns to tie his/her shoe laces?”  

Please email your response to yolande@janusacademy.org.  

 

 

TRAINING       
  Yolande Daley, Training Director 

 

mailto:yolande@janusacademy.org
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We are looking for the following items for our Jr./Sr. High 
School program.  If you have these items in new or good 
condition and would like to donate them that would be much 
appreciated.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Stacey@janusacademy.org.  

Games 

 Blokus 

 Other games for adolescents 

Magazine 

 Teen or tweens 

 Geographic 

 Crafts or supplies 

 Scrapbooking 

 Teen sports 

Radio/CD player, DVD player (portable)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Stacey@janusacademy.org
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Our Junior/Senior High School students 
experienced their first fieldtrip at the 
Calgary Climbing Centre (Rocky Mountain) 
on Friday, October 26, 2018 and they had a 
BLAST!   The Elementary students will have 
their first experience on November 2 and 9.   

We would like to extend our gratitude to 
GoodLife Kids Foundation for providing us 
grant funds to enhance our Physical 
Education Program!   
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Our Mission 
To empower and support persons 

with autism and their families, 
maximizing their quality of life by 

providing the model learning 
environment that meets their 

academic, social and emotional 
needs 

 
RAMSAY CAMPUS 

2223 Spiller Road SE 
Calgary, AB  T2G 4G9  

403.262.3333 

 

ACADIA CAMPUS 

8516 Athabasca Street SE 
Calgary, AB  T2H 1S1 

403.228.5559 

 

 
ADULT DAY PROGRAMS 

Ability Hub – 300, 3820 24th Ave NW 
Calgary, AB 

Cornerstone Church - 1227 48th Ave NE                                              
Calgary, AB 
 

 

Board of Directors 

Our Vision  
To be recognized as a leader in 
specialized education and the 

facilitation of lifelong community 
integration of persons with autism 

 


